








Bond includes funds for ag water conservation

$20 million is provided to the Department of Conservation
for the California Farmland Conservancy Program, of
which up to $5 million could be used for the Watershed
Coordinator Grant Program.

Agricultural sustainability projects are also eligible for part
of $750 million provided to the Delta region.

$50 million for CA State University (Fresno and San Luis
Obispo) for “the purposes of funding agricultural water
supply, water use efficiency, water quality, and related
research and education efforts.”



~ View of Delta Interests

Delta interests not well represented—a colony

The legislation puts faith in the same state agencies
that have failed to protect the Delta in the past: Fish
and Game, DWR, SWRCB. The failure of the state
agencies to protect the Delta IS THE PROBLEM.

The Delta Stewardship Council was weakened in the
final legislation, and now cannot veto the Bay Delta
Conservation Plan, voted on only by the contractors.

The legislation grants new water rights to junior water
rights holders in the So. San Joaquin Valley and MWD.

If a large peripheral canal is built, there will be no
incentive to protect the Delta
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/View of No. CA Farmefs

Tehama-Colusa Canal Authority and 16 member IDs
have sued the Bureau to stop any export of water from
the Sacramento Valley until local needs are met
—"area of origin” law of 1933—this group 320,000 acre-
feet. This is the law and also Farm Bureau policy.

Fear that if a peripheral canal is built, they will have to
leave water in the rivers—including all Delta
tributaries such as Mokolumne, Tuolomne, Stanislaus
—for the Delta flow requirements while South of
Delta contractors receive their water, and that ever
more water could be taken if canal is big enough



Figure 11. Strategies to Reduce Demand for or Increase Supply of Water
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This groph shows the potential range of more water demand reduction and supply
augmentafion each year for eight resource management strategies, Low estimoles
are shown in the lower (dark blue) section of each bar. The water supply benefits
of the resource management stiotegies ore not additive. As prasented hete. utban
water use efficioncy inciudes reduction in both consumptive ond nonconsumptive
uses (cr applied water), whereas agricultural woler use efficiency only includes
reduction in consumptive uses (or net woter).

Soutce: Calfornic Department of Water Resoutces. Calfornia Water Pien Updaote,
2005, v.3.
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Some ideas for a family farmer water agenda |

California farmers are mis-characterized as water-
wasting mega-farms—need to do a better job of

reminding urban people that farmers use water to
produce food that is a big part of the quality of life

Support infill development (“smart growth”) in cities
rather than sprawl—requires much less water. As
much as 60% of water in urban areas is used outdoors.

Support farmland preservation, particularly in areas
such as east side of SJ valley, the Delta, or Sacramento
valley that have inexpensive water and senior water
rights—create a permanent agriculture.



Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program
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1984-2006 Conversion Summary
Annual
Total Change| Average
(acres)

Irrigated Farmland -656,134 -32,807
Dryland Farming and Grazing Land -572,373 -28,619
Urban and Built-up Land 967,682 48,384
Other Land 243,777 12,189
Water (1) 17,622 881

(1) Water increase primarily due to construction of Diamond Valley Reservoir,

Lake Sonoma, Los Vaqueros Reservoir, Olivenhain Reservoir, and

reclamation of former gravel pits into permanent water bodies in Alameda

County.



/

e

Some ideas for a family farmer water agenda Il

Put more water into groundwater—expand spreading
basins, resolve NEPA/CEQA requirements to use flood
flows, build more ponds on farms—in normal year,
30% of water is groundwater, in a dry year 40+%

Fix the Delta levees—whatever happens about the
peripheral canal, a Delta disaster would take years to
fix and put a lot of farmers out of business

Make the Two Gates project happen in the Delta—
maybe it works and we can pump more now and keep
farmers in business

Halt or limit the marketing of publicly-subsidized
agricultural irrigation water to urban real estate
interests
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Some ideas for a family farmer water agenda I

Support financing for urban water conservation, since
saving water in urban areas will allow population
growth without the need for more water

Support cleaning up contaminated groundwater in
Southern California—redirect their attention to their
own region

Adopt water conservation measures on the farm

e High tech: drip, micro sprinklers, tensiometers, etc.

e Low tech: building organic matter in the soil, dry
farming coastal/Sierra wine grapes or fruit, keyline plow
techniques, tailwater ponds, cover crops, etc.

Support Integrated Regional Water Management Plans
—they can build local infrastructure
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‘South of Delta Federal CVP 2010-11

For 2010, the Bureau has announced an
agricultural allocation of 25% (75% M&I), based
upon a “dry” hydrology. The agricultural
allocation may adjust to 30-40% later in the
spring.

North of Delta Federal CVP 2010-11

For 2010, the Bureau has announced an
agricultural allocation of 50% (75% M&I), based
upon a “dry” hydrology. The Bureau also indicated
that the allocations could increase depending on

hydrology later in the spring.
The Water Agency, Inc.
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Friant Division Central Valley Project 2010-11

The Friant allocation is 100% Class I and 10% Class
IT based on a “dry” hydrology forecast with
250,000 AF of restoration flows.

Under a “normal” hydrology, the forecast Friant
Division allocation is 100% Class I and
approximately 20-25% Class II.

Under a “wet” hydrology, the forecast Friant
Division allocation is 100% Class I, 60% Class 11,
with most of the Class II water likely becoming
available during Uncontrolled Season conditions,

with just under 300,000AF of restoration flows.
The Water Agency, Inc.
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Sae Water Project 2010

The 2010 SWP allocation remains at 15%. The
anticipated range of allocations seems to be
17-40%. The SWP allocation outlook might
improve to as high as 36 to 39% (under normal
conditions - the spread being most or least
restrictive Old and Middle River constraints) or
only increase to about 17% if the rest of the

rainfall season is dry.
The Water Agency, Inc.





